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REF: 1140 

Height: 35 cm (13.8") 

Width: 46 cm (18.1") 

Description

A delightfully naïve 19th-century watercolour depicting the clipper Victoria, signed by the artist F. Kemp. Full
of charm, movement, and maritime character, this engaging work captures the great sailing vessel under a
spread of canvas, her rigging and sails carefully observed as she makes her way across a lively sea.

The composition has the directness and visual appeal so admired in naïve marine painting. Rather than
pursuing strict academic perspective, the artist has given priority to the ship's proud profile, elaborate
rigging, and the drama of the open water. The result is a vivid and highly personal portrait of a working
sailing ship, alive with the romance of 19th-century seafaring.

The Victoria is shown in full sail, her masts rising strongly above the hull and her flags adding small flashes
of colour against the sky. Delicately painted waves, distant land, and smaller craft lend the scene
atmosphere and a sense of place, while the warm, restrained palette gives the work a pleasing period
quality.

Signed by F. Kemp, the watercolour has the appeal of an individual artist's response to the age of sail. It
would make a wonderful addition to a collection of maritime art, ship portraits, naïve painting, or 19th-
century watercolours, and would bring a sense of adventure and historical character to a study, library,
coastal home, or gallery wall.
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