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Description

An extremely rare and handsome pair of English Tudor andirons, or firedogs, dating to circa 1550. With
their robust wrought-iron construction and richly coloured bronze finials, these exceptional hearth
furnishings are striking survivals from the mid-16th century, a period in which domestic ironwork was made
both for hard use and for impressive display.

Designed to support logs within the open hearth, the andirons would have formed an essential part of the
fireplace in a substantial Tudor house. Their iron frames are built with the strength and simplicity required to
withstand the heat and weight of a working fire, while the bronze finials introduce a note of status and
refinement. The contrast between the dark, aged iron and the warmer bronze is particularly handsome,
giving the pair a powerful architectural presence.

In the Tudor period, the fireplace was the centre of domestic life: the place for warmth, cooking, hospitality,
and ceremony. Finely made firedogs such as these were therefore more than practical implements. They
were visible expressions of taste and prosperity, chosen to complement the scale and importance of the
room in which they stood.

Their restrained yet commanding form reflects the enduring appeal of early English metalwork. The
centuries have given the surfaces a deep, mellow patina, enhancing the hand-forged character of the iron
and the richness of the bronze. Displayed in a period fireplace, flanking a hearth, or as sculptural objects in
their own right, they retain all the authority and drama of their original setting.

A rare and distinguished pair for collectors of Tudor metalwork, early English furnishings, and antique

fireplace equipment. Their exceptional date, fine materials, and impressive survival make them an important
addition to a country house, historic interior, or serious collection.
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